
ALL ABOARD!

The Importance of a 
Distance Alumni Advisory 

Board



Who Are We?
● Melissa Gavin
● Cheryl Lange
● Kendall Loggins

● UW-Platteville
○ Three Colleges plus Distance Learning
○ Distance Learning Programs

● Alumni Relations at UW-Platteville
○ Campus-wide
○ Distance Learning



Who Are You?



Distance Education Alumni Board History

2006 Chapter Foundation

2011 Transition from an Advisory Board 
to a Working Board

2017 Addition of Chapter 
Member to Internal 
Committee

2016 First Event Co-Hosted



Jill Bisco, Dist. Ed. Alumni Board President

“This sub-chapter allows us to 
focus on specific students. It 
also allows us to take resources 
that may be strained at the full 
level and apply them to a 
specific sub-group. This allows 
the chapter to survive.”

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1_HO6JPRqWEgEaXBHv7MktEyAekNNtaAF/preview
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Steps to Board Collaboration
1. Getting the word out

2. Influencers

3. Collaboration

4. Mission

5. Build activities

6. Collaborate some more

7. Maintaining 



Getting the Word Out

What tools do you have available?



Influencers

● Internal
○ Employees
○ Department chairs
○ Communications
○ Alumni relations

● External
○ Active alumni

What is your sales pitch?  
Why is this important? 



Collaborate 
Work with existing structures when possible

Chapter within a bigger organization
501c3 status - Does it matter?

What is your structure?



Mission
The purpose of the Distance Education Alumni Board is to:

1. Promote distance education to potential students.
2. Develop activities to connect with distance education graduates.
3. Provide guidance in developing methods to raise the visibility of distance 

education on the UW-Platteville campus and with the Alumni Association.
4. Identify methods to connect alumni with current and prospective students.
5. Serve as the "voice of the distance alumni" in reviewing policies, plans, and new 

initiatives for distance education.



Where do you live now?



Build Activities 
● Location, location, location! Or not...
● Align activities with mission
● Variety 

What activities would align with your mission?

https://docs.google.com/file/d/1bIwS7V_scpXXBk55vfG8vn2je-gCjXz6/preview


Collaborate Between Groups
● External

○ Alumni Board
● Internal

○ Alumni Committee
○ Alumni Association

What obstacles would you have to overcome prior to collaborating?



Questions?

For copies of materials, please see us afterwards to leave your 
name and email.

● Melissa Gavin, gavinme@uwplatt.edu, 608.342.6192

● Cheryl Lange, langeche@uwplatt.edu, 608.342.1468

● Kendall Loggins, logginsk@uwplatt.edu, 608.342.1468

mailto:logginsk@uwplatt.edu

